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wo ground-breaking United States presidential candidates par
ticipated in a presentation, "Turning the Inside Out: A Con

candidate from Illinois. He was a U.S. Representative from the 16th

versation with George McGovern and John Anderson," held at

Congressional District of Illinois from 1961 to 1981. He served on the

the Law Center on March 26.

Anderson is a former United States Congressman and presidential

House Rules Committee and was chairman of the House Republican
Conference. In 1980, Anderson ran as an Independent candidate for
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McGovern is a former United States Representative, Senator, and Dem

United States President and received nearly six million votes.

ocratic presidential nominee. McGovern ran against incumbent Richard
Nixon in the 1972 presidential election. As a decorated World War II

In 1987, Anderson joined the Law Center faculty as a distinguished

combat veteran, McGovern was noted for his opposition to the Vietnam

visiting professor and currently teaches Constitutional Decision Mak

War. He has been a long-time advocate for ensuring nutrition and food

ing and The Law of the Electoral Process. He is chair of the Center for

security as a means to fight poverty. McGovern was appointed United

Voting and Democracy and writes extensively about needed reforms to

Nations Ambassador on World Hunger in 2001. In 2008, he and Senator

the electoral process. He has been a political reform leader and is the

Bob Dole were named 2008 World Food Prize Laureates for their work to

subject of an upcoming documentary project entitled Turning the Inside

promote school-feeding programs globally. McGovern held a signing of

Out: The John Anderson Story. •

his recently release book Abraham Lincoln after the presentation.
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Shepard Broad Law Center Names Gerald Morris and Ross Lauren Baer as
Adjunct Professors of the Year
Lauderdale to show appreciation for all Law Center adjuncts. Athornia
Steele, dean of the Shepard Broad Law Center, remarked during the
celebration, "Law schools could not operate without the assistance of
adjunct faculty members who bring experience to legal education and

Shepard Broad Law Center
Leo Goodwin Sr. Hall
3305 College Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida
33314-7721

enrich the curriculum. Adjuncts teach, not because they are paid well,
because they are not, but because they enjoy imparting specific knowl
edge and skills to students."
A member of the Law Center's charter class, Gerald M. Morris '77,
has been an adjunct professor of law since 1992. He has served as the
general counsel for Holy Cross Hospital and the Holy Cross Health

Email:
laheyl@nsu. law.nova.edu

Ministries in Fort Lauderdale for more than 13 years. Morris has been
Board Certified in Health Law since 1995, and he earned his LL.M.
degree in health law from the University of Houston Law Center in
2002. Since 1992, he has been teaching a health law survey course.
Several times, he has also taught the Law of Managed Health Care
course. In addition to being on the faculty of the NSU Law Center's
online Master of Science in Health Law program as a research project
adviser and co-teaching Administrative Law, Morris also serves on the
Law Center's Board of Governors.
Ross L. Baer '88 has been employed with the Legal Aid Society of Palm
(L-R): Ross L. Baer; Athornia Steele, Law Center dean; and Gerald Morris

Beach County, Inc., for approximately 19 years, the last 15 of which he
has been the supervising attorney in charge of the family law unit. He
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Shepard Broad Law Center

The Law Center was pleased to recognize two of its finest adjunct profes

teaches family law and children's rights in the Children and Families

sors—Gerry M. Morris and Ross Lauren Baer, both graduates of the Law

Clinic. Baer also teaches family law and child protection law for Nova

Center—at a reception held on April 16 at the Museum of Art I Fort

Southeastern University's Criminal Justice Institute. •
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NSU Law Center Welcomes Newest Members
to The Florida Bar
We are pleased to announce The Florida Bar results
for the 2009 February Bar. NSU Law Center ranked
third among all Florida schools with a 72.5 percent
pass rate, beating the traditional state powerhous
es—University of Florida, University of Miami, and
Florida State University—by a sizeable margin. The
statewide pass rate for first-time takers was 70.7 per
cent. Graduates who participated in NSU's Florida
Bar Auxiliary Program (FBAP) for the February bar
exam passed at a rate of 85 percent—1214 points
higher than the overall pass rate.

The Law Center Bids a Fond Farewell and Good
Wishes to Our Devoted Colleagues
William E. Adams
Associate Dean, International, Online,
and Graduate Programs
Professor of Law
B.A., Indiana University, 1975
J.D., Cum Laude, Indiana University, 1978
William E. Adams has taught at the Law Center since 1990.
He currently serves as the associate dean for international,
online, and graduate programs. From January to July 2007,
he served as acting dean of the Law Center while Joseph
s
iI
Harbaugh, dean emeritus and professor of law, was on sab\| \
Afp SJi
batical. From 1990-1996, he served as director of the Civil
Clinic, and from 1996-1998, he was the director of Clini
cal Programs. Adams has taught more than a dozen courses at the Law Center, with his most
frequently taught courses being Criminal Law, Torts, and Constitutional Law. He also serves as
faculty adviser to the Lambda Law Society, APALSA, and the National Security Law Society.
\

To honor the new graduates' outstanding achieve
ment, the Law Center held a swearing-in ceremony
and reception on April 14- The graduates and their
families were welcomed by linda f. harrison, the
associate dean of the Critical Skills Program, and
Athornia Steele, dean of the NSU Law Center. Graduates were then sworn in to The
Florida Bar by Ilona Holmes, judge, 17th Judicial Circuit, Criminal Division, Broward
County, and Thomas Lynch, judge, 17th Judicial Circuit, Civil Division, Broward County.
Each new member of The Bar also signed the Oath of Admission.

NSU Ranked #2 by Hispanic Outlook in Higher

Education Magazine
Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education Magazine, in its December 15, 2008, issue, featured
a Top 25 list of schools enrolling the most Hispanic students pursuing a first-professional
degree in law. The University of Texas—Austin led the Top 25 list, conferring 82 law de
grees to Hispanics in 2007. Nova Southeastern University's Law Center was second with
65 Hispanic degree conferees. American University's law school and the University of
Miami's law school tied for third place with 50 each. •
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Adams is editor and co-author of AIDS: Cases and Materials (Carolina Academic Press, 3rd ed.,
2002). He has published other articles and book chapters and made frequent presentations on
legal issues in the areas of HIV, sexual orientation, and elder law. Adams has chaired the As
sociation of American Law Schools' Section on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Issues
as well as its Section on Aging and the Law. He is also a prior chair of The Florida Bar's Public
Interest Law Section. The National Lesbian and Gay Law Association presented its Dan Brad
ley Award for significant contributions made to lesbian and gay rights to Adams in 1994.
Prior to coming to NSU, Adams held the position of elderly projects director at the Center for
Governmental Responsibility at the Holland Law Center at the University of Florida. He was
also a legal services corporation attorney representing indigent individuals for approximately
nine years in Indiana and Florida.
William E. Adams has been named dean at Western State University College of Law in Fullerton, California. Our congratulations to Western State and to their new dean.

Residential Institute Held at the Law Center

InauguralM.S. in Education Law Class

On January 10, the Law Cen
ter hosted the Online Gradu
ate
Programs'
Residential
Institute for the Master of
Science in Education Law
program. Students enrolled in
the M.S. program attend two
mandatory, on-campus insti
tutes as part of their degree
requirements. During the first
institute^ students meefTheir
classmates and faculty memberSj tour NSU-s kw facilitieS)

and undergo intensive computer
training. Specific sessions include discussions on legal research methods and reasoning,
education law, research training, WebCT, and live classroom training. Students return
to NSU to attend their last institute, which culminates with the presentation of their
capstone research project to program faculty members and other students. This is the first
Master of Science in Education Law class to complete their studies at the Shepard Broad
Law Center. •

Lisa A. Smith-Butler
Assistant Dean, Law Library and Technology Center
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Magna Cum Laude, Hastings College, 1982
J.D., Cum Laude, Creighton University School of Law, 1984
M.L.S., Clark Atlanta University, 1993
Lisa Smith-Butler came to NSU as the associate director of
the Law Library and Technology Center in 1998 after serving
as the public services librarian at Georgia State University
She began her career in law librarianship as the
reference/operations librarian at the Atlanta law firm of Pow
ell, Goldstein, Frazier and Murphy. Before then, she practiced
law and is licensed in Nebraska (1984) and Georgia (1987).
Smith-Butler has served on committees at the local, region
al, and national levels in ALLA, SFALL, SEAALL, and AALL. She lectures on cost-effective
legal research, Web 2.0 tools, and the "information business." In addition to her administrative
responsibilities, she teaches Advanced Legal Research and Juvenile Law in the Law Center's
J.D. program, as well as Workplace Privacy and Technology in the Law Center's M.S. in Em
ployment Law program. She is co-author and editor of Law Librarianship in the 21st Century.She
has also authored several articles and previously edited the SEAALL newsletter.
Lisa Smith-Butler accepted the position of associate dean/associate professor at the Charleston
School of Law.

Law Center Icon Steps Down
Gail Levin Richmond
Associate Dean, Academic Affairs
Professor of Law
A.B., University of Michigan, 1966
M.B.A., University of Michigan, 1967
J.D., Duke University, 1971

(L-R): Karen Berger, Yuri Tsyganov, Ishaq Kundawala (coach), Florence Shu-Acquaye (coach),
Joshua Lunderby, Stephanie Emanuel, Patricia Castillo, and Carolina lncamacao

William C. Vis International Commercial
Arbitration Moot Court Team
NSU Law Center students Karen Berger, Yuri Tsyganov, Patricia Castillo, and Carolina Incarnacao competed as part of NSU Law Center's team in the 16th Annual William C. Vis
International Commercial Arbitration Moot Court, recently held in Vienna, Austria. A
total of 233 law schools from 58 countries competed in this year's competition. NSU com
peted against Bilkent University (Turkey), University of Lucerne (Switzerland), Univer
sity of Cologne (Germany), and Universidad Metropolitana (Venezuela). Although they
did not advance, our team performed very well against some highly competitive schools.
Sincere appreciation to Colleen Grady, Law Center professor; Joanne Charles, alumna; and
Joshua Lunderby, 3L, for their great work with the team. Also thanks to Ishaq Kundawala,
Law Center professor, for co-coaching the team and traveling with them to Vienna. •
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Gail Levin Richmond joined the Law Center faculty in
January 1979. Her primary teaching focus is federal taxa
tion; her secondary focus is family wealth transfers, es
pecially through wills or intestacy. She is the author of
Federal Tax Research: A Guide to Materials and Techniques
(Foundation Press 2007); co-author of A Complete Intro
duction to Corporate Taxation (Carolina Academic Press
2006); and co-author of Florida Wills, Trusts, and Estates: Cases and Materials (Carolina
Academic Press 2007). Richmond is also the supervising editor of the American Bar As
sociation Section of Taxation News Quarterly, the secretary/corporate compliance officer of
the Southeastern Association of Law Schools, and a member of the Association of Ameri
can Law Schools Membership Review Committee.
After more than 25 years of service to the Law Center, Richmond is leaving one of the
most important positions in the life of law school administration. She has announced that
she will step down as associate dean, but will continue as a faculty member. Leslie Cooney,
Law Center professor, will step into the position of associate dean. Congratulations to both
Richmond and Cooney. •
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Visit by Barcelona
Bar Association
The International Section of the Illustre Collegi
d'Advocats de Barcelona (Barcelona Bar Association)
visited South Florida from April 25 to May 1, 2009, for
the Business Bridge. The purpose of the program was
to establish professional contacts and relationships with
U.S. law firms and businesses, and included workshops
to further understanding of the U.S. legal system. Eloisa
C. Rodriguez-Dod, Law Center professor and academic
director of the NSU-UB Dual Degree Program, was in
strumental in organizing a visit to the Law Center on
April 29 for approximately 20 members of the group.
Visit of the International Section of the Barcelona Bar Association

Pro Bono Services by NSU Students
Very Impressive

Top Aide to Former Secretary of State Colin
Powell Spoke at the Law Center

In a reception celebrating and honoring NSU law students who are giving to the profession
through their participation in pro bono legal services, Athornia Steele, Law Center dean, noted
the significant contribution these students make. "To whom much is given, much is expected,
and providing pro bono services is one way for lawyers and law students to live up to the ex
pectation." Seventy-five members of the class of 2009 qualified for recognition by performing
a minimum of 50 hours of pro bono service. These students volunteered 14,173.5 hours, 283
work weeks (at 50 hours per week), or more than 5Vi years of service. At a modest billing rate
of $125 per hour, these students saved clients approximately $1,772,000 of legal fees. Twentysix students participated at the Bronze level (50-124 hours); 30 students at the Silver level
(125-299 hours); and 19 students at the Gold level (300+ hours). •

On March 26, 2009, Retired Colonel Lawrence Wilkerson, who served as chief of staff for
former U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, spoke about the impact of recent foreign policy
changes on U.S. national security. Wilkerson was Powell's chief of staff 2002-2005. After leav
ing the State Department, he was publicly critical of the former administration's policies. •

The Student Animal Legal Defense Fund
(SALDF) Hosted Dan Mathews, PETA Senior
Vice President

Two NSU Law Students Honored at Wilkie D.
Ferguson, Jr., Foundation Gala
On April 18, 2009, Emmanuela Charles, 2L, and Shanelle Browne, 3L, were honored at the
Wilkie D. Ferguson, Jr., Bar Foundation 31st Annual Scholarship Gala. Charles received the
Vincent P. McGhee Scholarship. Browne was awarded the Wilkie D. Ferguson, Jr., Scholarship.
Recognition of the two honorees at the gala was celebrated by various members of the NSU law
family, including the dean, faculty members, students, and alumni. •

Second-Year Law Students Serena Gober
and Diana Sulea Awarded Scholarships by
Broward County Women Lawyers Association
(BCWLA) and NSU Law Center
Serena Gober won this year's $10,000 Rising Star scholarship. Gober is the ABA's Law Student
Division representative for the Law Center, an NSU Presidential Ambassador, board member and
incoming editor in chief of the International Citator, president of ILSA, vice president of JLSA,
and an active member of other organizations and associations. Aside from her academic accom
plishments, she has consistently been a leader focused on diversity, concentrating her efforts on
recognizing the differences among people and welcoming what brings them together rather than
dividing them.
Diana Sulea received a $1,000 scholarship from BCWLA. Sulea has already devoted 350+ pro
bono hours to the U.S. Attorney's Office and the Legal Aid Society. She belongs to PAD and
PULSE, and in her "spare time" has organized a charity auction, taught Sunday school, and
worked on countless volunteer projects to benefit children in need—all while attending and
achieving in law school. •

Dan Mathews, senior vice president of People for the Ethical Treatment of Ani
mals (PETA) and author of the acclaimed memoir Committed, presented "Chal
lenging the Law on Behalf of Animals" at the Law Center on April 2. Mathews
discussed the ethical and legal issues PETA faces as they conduct undercover
investigations (one of which recently resulted in felony cruelty charges against
turkey farmers in West Virginia), seek standing to sue for animals (citing cases in
volving chimpanzees used in experiments), and engage in civil disobedience (e.g.,
Mathews led an occupation of Calvin Klein's office in New York, which resulted
in a dozen arrests—and the designer renouncing fur). After graduating from col
lege with a history degree, Mathews took a job in 1985 as a receptionist at PETA.
An activist all his life, he is responsible for many of the organization's provocative
efforts, including the iconic "Rather Go Naked than Wear Fur" campaign. •

NSU SALDF participants in the Walk for
the Animals benefit raised $1,900 for the
Broward County Humane Society.

(L-R, standing): Serena Gober (scholarship recipient), Marilyn Eisler (director of alumni rela
tions), Lidia Sulea (mother of recipient); (L-R, seated): Janet M osseri (associate dean of student
affairs), Athornia Steele (dean), and Diana Sulea (scholarship recipient)

Dual-Degree Student and His Team Win the
Regional ELSA Moot Court Competition
Diego Pol and his team recently won the regional round of the European Law Students
Association Moot Court Competition (the ELSA Moot Court Competition is a simulated
hearing in the World Trade Organization dispute settlement system). The team headed to
Taiwan in May to compete further. Pol is one of the Law Center's dual-degree students from
the University of Barcelona. He ranked high in his class during his first semester visit and will
be returning to the NSU Law Center in August to complete his dual-degree studies. •

Alumni Sitting for The New York Bar Achieve
100% Pass Rate
Nine alumni who sat for The New York Bar for the first time were all successful
in their attempt. The pass rate for out-of-state ABA-approved schools was 90.5
percent. NSU's pass rate was 100 percent. •
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Black Law Students Association Team
Awarded Best Petitioner's Brief Trophy at
Frederick Douglas Moot Court Competition

NSU BLSA members celebrate at the
Fifth Minority Mentoring Picnic, held
November 1,2008.
NSU Law Center Hosts the 2008 National Asian
Pacific American Bar Association Thomas Tang
Regional Moot Court Competition
The Moot Court Society at NSU Law Center was proud to host the 2008 National Asian
Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA) Thomas Tang Regional Moot Court Com
petition on October 25, 2008. Schools participating in this South Regional competition
included Emory (two teams), Penn State, Pace University, Nova Southeastern (two teams),
John Marshall (two teams), Southern Methodist University (two teams), Oklahoma (two
teams), and Southern University. NSU Law Center's team of Shera Erskine, 3L, and Laura
Cancilla, 3L, advanced to the semi-final round—along with teams from Southern Method
ist (who ultimately won the competition), Oklahoma, and John Marshall—and has been
invited to the Thomas Tang Competition Nationals in Seattle. Although the NSU team of
Tiffany Brown, 3L, and Fausto Sanchez, 2L, did not advance, these two excellent advocates
gave strong performances and were appropriately praised for it.
Special thanks go to Bill Adams, associate dean, and Shahabudeen Khan, Law Center
professor, who coached the teams, and to Anthony Niedwiecki, Law Center professor, who
gave a moving tribute to the late Stephanie Aleong at the awards ceremony.
The Moot Court Society did an excellent job of hosting this regional competition. Coaches,
judges, and competitors all praised the organization of the event. Many members deserve
praise, but special congratulations go to Kim Otis, 3L, who coordinated the competition with
the excellent assistance of Christina Mastroberardino, 2L. On the day of the competition,
many members assisted under the excellent leadership of Jeff Wank, 3L; Josh Polsky, 3L; and
Scott Klein, 2L. This event was an excellent showcase for the school. iB

The Black Law Students Association (BLSA) team of Emmanuela Charles and Delrose
Raynor celebrated bringing home the Best Petitioner's Brief trophy from the Frederick
Douglas Moot Court Competition held in Nashville in February as part of the BLSA re
gional convention. They also advanced into the power round with a first seed, before losing
by the narrowest of margins. Competing in the Thurgood Marshall Mock Trial Competi
tion was the team of Gina Jacobs, Keri Joseph, Lawonda Warren, and Kimberley Miller.
This team advanced from the preliminary rounds into the quarter-finals, where they were
stopped in a very close round. All of our competitors performed very well and held their
own against tough judging. The judges for both teams had nothing but compliments about
the teams' performances, professionalism, and competence. Faculty members who helped
to prepare both of these teams included linda f. harrison, associate dean; Olympia Duhart,
Alicia Jackson, Michael Richmond, Shahabudeen Khan, Jendayi Saada, Charlene Smith,
Robert Gregg, and Anthony Niedwiecki, professors; and Tania Williams and Phyllis Kotey,
adjunct professors. •

Public Interest Law Society Hosted
Charitable Auction
The Public Interest Law Society hosted its 16th annual charity auction on February 6,
2009, in the Law Center atrium. All proceeds from the auction will be used to fund The
Rebecca Knox Public Interest Law Summer Fellowships for students who work in public
service. Due to budgetary constraints, most organizations that assist the indigent and poor
are understaffed and unable to compensate legal interns. Proceeds from the auction will
enable law students to aid local organizations in providing quality legal services to those
who would otherwise be unable to afford them. H

Dual-Degree Student Takes Third Place
Honors in the ABA Mendes Hershman
Writing Contest
Second-year law student Yuri Mantilla won third place in the ABA Mendes Hershman
Student Writing Contest. Mantilla is studying at the University of Barcelona this semester
as part of the Law Center's dual-degree program. As the third place winner, he was invited
to attend the ABA Section of Business Law spring meeting on April 16-18 and received a
monetary award of $500. •

President of International War Crimes
Tribunal Lectured at NSU Law Center
by Jane Cross, professor
On February 14, 2009, the Law Cen
ter hosted a book signing, followed by
a lecture with Judge Patrick Robin
son, president of the International War
Crimes Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY). The event, organized for Black
History Month, was cosponsored by the
Jamaican Consul General, Unique Cre
ations Inc., and the following NSU organ
izations: The Caribbean Law Programs,
the Inter-American Center for Human
Rights, and the Latin-American Carib
bean Forum. Attendees at these events in
cluded Jamaican Consul General Sandra
Griffiths; Ambassador Dudley Thompson;
Law Center professor David Rowe; and at
torneys Robert Vaughn, Marlon Hill, and
Pamela Gordon.

Founding Dean of Law Center Dies at 90
Peter W. Thorton, founding dean of the Nova Southeastern University Law Center, died
on January 19, 2009, in Santa Barbara, California, at the age of 90. He taught at Notre
Dame Law School from 1958 to 1993, with a brief exception in 1974 when he served as
dean of the NSU Law Center during its first year of operation. During his tenure at Notre
Dame, he directed Notre Dame's London Law Programme from 1976 to 1978, and also held
the position of associate dean.
"Peter Thornton was respon
sible for building the founda
tion for our law school. He
hired the initial faculty, and
he recognized that a new law
school should be open to new
ideas," said Bruce Rogow, who
was hired by Thornton and re
mains as a professor of law at
the Shepard Broad Law Center
today. "By encouraging and
supporting the faculty's desire
to create a special place, he
fostered a philosophy that has
permeated our past 35 years
and allows us to look forward to the future and further advances."
A New York City native, Thorton graduated from Brooklyn College in 1939 and served in
the U.S. Navy during World War II. A graduate of Brooklyn Law School, he taught there
for 21 years before joining the Notre Dame faculty. He was a member of The New York
State Bar from 1941 to 2006. He is survived by four sons, Peter, Thomas, James, and John,
all of them attorneys and law teachers. S

Public Interest Law Day
The 17th Annual Public Interest Law Day was held on February 19, 2009, at the Shepard
Broad Law Center. Representatives from the following organizations were present to dis
cuss summer internships and clinic placements: the Administrative Office of the Courts—
Domestic Violence Division; Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South Florida; Coral Springs
City Attorney's Office; Department of Children and Families; Department of Homeland
Security (ICE); Everglades Law Center; FBI; Fort Lauderdale City Prosecutor; Guardian
Ad Litem of Broward and Palm Beach Counties; Inter-American Center for Human Rights;
IRS; Legal Aid Service of Broward County; Legal Services of Greater Miami; NSU Juve
nile Mediation Program; Public Defender's Offices of Broward and Miami-Dade counties;
Put Something Back Pro Bono Project—Miami-Dade County Legal Aid; Staff Attorney's
Office for the 17th Judicial Circuit; State Attorney's Offices of Broward, Miami-Dade, and
Palm Beach counties; United States Attorney's Office—Southern District of Florida; and
Women in Distress. The NSU Law Center is one of the few law schools in Florida that
organizes such an event. •
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At the book signing, Robinson discussed
the historical significance of his book, Ja
maican Athletics: A Model for 2012 and the World. He noted that the successes of Jamaican
Olympians have resulted from a unique combination of national attributes. Robinson is a
lifelong sports enthusiast. A Jamaica College old boy, he was a member of the school's track
team that won the Inter-Scholastic Championships (CHAMPS) in 1959 and a member of the
school's Sunlight Cup cricket team. His book seeks to explain the reasons for Jamaica's highquality performances in global athletics over the past 60 years.
The book signing was followed by a lecture on "The Interaction of Legal Systems in the Work
of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia." The ICTY is a body of
the United Nations established to prosecute serious crimes committed during the wars in the
former Yugoslavia, and to try their alleged perpetrators. In this lecture, Robinson discussed the
complexities of integrating the civil law inquisitorial system with the common law adversarial
system in international proceedings. He indicated that these systems have been harmonized in
international tribunals to promote the interests of fairness in the administration of justice.
Robinson has been on the ICTY since 1998 and became president on November 17, 2008.
He has served as the presiding judge for Trial Chamber III since 2004 and oversaw the his
toric trial of the former president of Yugoslavia, Slobodan Milosevic, the first former head
of state to be brought to trial for war crimes. •

Open House
The Law Center hosted its annual Open House Day on February 21, 2009. Attendees
had an opportunity to interact with current law students, practicing attorneys, and law
professors. They toured the campus and learned about different legal practice areas and
nontraditional legal careers. They received help planning their undergraduate prelaw stud
ies and gathered information about the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) and NSU Law
Center's admission policies. Professors staged mock law classes to give those in attendance
a realistic law school experience. Those who attended and applied to the Law Center had
their application fee waived. On February 22, 2009, the Princeton Review hosted a free
LSAT exam at the Law Center.
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Professor Pearl Goldman's paper entitled "Legal Educa

discussion about literature repre

tion and Technology II: An Annotated Bibliography"

senting a variety of voices and per

was recently listed for two consecutive weeks on SSRN's

spectives on caring for people who are sick or dying. On

Top Ten download list for Legal Information and Tech

January 16 and 23, she gave two presentations to resi

nology. The abstract can be viewed at http://papers.ssrn

dents at the Health Professions Division on end-of-life

.com/abs tract= 1338741.

the state being chosen. The multiphase selection process
includes a statewide survey, an independent evaluation,
and a peer review of candidates.

issues. Her annual supplement to The Right to Die: The
Law of End-of-Life Decision Making will appear in print.
Professor Rob Gregg has been appointed to a third term
as chair of the Broward County Commission's Homeless
Professor David Cleveland's article "Draining the Mo

Advisory Board. The Homeless Initiative Partnership

rass: Ending the Jurisprudentially Unsound Unpublica-

(HIP) Advisory Board was created by county ordinance

tion System" received several offers of publication and

in 1994, and is charged with overseeing the county's

will be published in Marquette Law Review next summer.

homeless "Continuum of Care," which includes making

This article addresses the U.S. Supreme Court's juris

funding recommendations for more than $22 million in

prudence, the petitions for certiorari, and off-the-bench

local, state, and federal funds. Broward's Continuum of

statements of the Justices on the issue of unpublished

Care addresses all aspects of homelessness including pre

opinions. A pre-publication draft is available on SSRN

vention, outreach, emergency shelter, transitional and

at http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1265780.

permanent affordable housing, and supportive services.
This work includes: facilitating community, business, and

Professor Phyllis Coleman's book Florida Family Law:
Text and Commentary (2009) has been published. Because
there were so many changes in the last legislative session,
this year's edition includes a 21-page summary highlight
ing amendments to the family law statutes. A paragraph
from Coleman's article, "Scuba Diving Injuries: Causes,
Remedies, and Defenses," 29 J. Mar. L. & Com. 519, 559
(1998), was quoted in a federal district court opinion, Ostrowiecki v. Aggressor Fleet, Ltd. 2008 WL 3874609 (E.D.

governmental involvement in the homeless continuum
of care; oversight of the county's three regional homeless
assistance centers; creating new and innovative programs
to serve Broward's homeless population; and participation

Professor Jim Levy presented a lecture on vintage Japa

in the creation and review of applications and requests

nese kaiju (monster) toys from the 60s and 70s and their

for proposals. Gregg was first appointed to the HIP Board

influence on contemporary pop culture. This event was

in 2004 by then-Commissioner Lori Nance Parrish, and

held at the South Florida Art Center on Lincoln Road

has been reappointed by former Commissioner Jim Scott

in Miami in connection with an art show called "Miami

and Commissioner Ken Keechl.

Kaiju Monster Invasion" that opened on December 3,
2008, during Art Basel, the largest international art fair

La. 2008).

Professors Jane Cross and Charlene Smith recently ac
cepted an offer from the Mississippi LMW Journal to pub
lish an article co-authored with Nan Palmer, a professor of
social work at Washburn University. Through ExpressO,
the article, "Families Redefined: Kinship Groups That De

Jim Levy,
Professor

in North America. His talk was held during a reception
Professor Areto Imoukhuede's paper proposal on Private

sponsored by the Japanese consulate of Miami. Consul

Contracts and Private Resources in the Department of Home

General Hiroshi Yamaguchi delivered opening remarks

land Security's Federal Protective Service was selected for

about the influence of kaiju in Japan and beyond. Go to

presentation at this year's Southeast/Southwest People

www.examiner.com/x-1821-Miami-Art-and-Gallery-Events

of Color Conference. The conference was held March

-Examiner~y2008ml 2d26-Monsters-lnvade-Lincoln-Road

26-30, 2009.

to view the complete story and photo.

Professor Elena Marty-Nelson's securities law and

serve Benefits," received nine offers for publication. Nota
bly, they considered offers from the University of Maryland

Professor Robert Jarvis's biography of Marquette Univer

Law Journal of Race, Religion, Gender, and Class and from

sity law professor Carl Zollmann, titled "Carl Zollmann:

popular culture article entitled, "Securities Laws in Soap

the Modern American published at American University

Aviation Law Casebook Pioneer," has been published and

Operas and Telenovelas: Are All My Children Engaged
in Securities Fraud?" was published in January 2009 by
the University of Southern California's Interdisciplinary Law

In April 2009, the Broward County
Bar Association officially "burned"
its mortgage. In attendance were
Athornia Steele, dean, and a number
of NSU Law Center alumni, including
Chris Neilson '84, Broward County
Bar Association president, and Barbara
Sunshine '84, past president. Joseph
Grohman, professor of law, was the
Property Wizard who was called in to
"exorcize" the lien from the property.
(L—R): Mark Butler, BCBA
past president; John Bowman,
BCBA judicial representative;
Chris Neilson, BCBA president;
and Joseph Grohman, professor

Journal. The university also asked for permission to publi
cize and republish the article in various online forums.

•
Professor Michael R. Masinter recently wrote and filed
a petition for certiorari in Buckley v. Rackard, No. 08-996
regarding the appropriate use of a Taser by a law enforce
ment officer. The court has not yet scheduled the petition
for conference.
Masinter wrote four pieces for Disability Compliance for
Higher Education (Wiley & Sons). The pieces appeared in
the July 2008, October 2008, January 2009, and March
2009 issues. They addressed proposed regulatory limits
on what kinds of animals can qualify as service animals
under the Americans with Disabilities Act, the resolu
tion of conflicting ADA or section 504 accommodation
requests from students in the same class, the increased
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significance for educational institutions under the re

Anyone interested in the book should visit the Web site at

ami.edu/ethics/ipsl/archives/all/NEJM-Editorial.html.

cently enacted ADA Amendments Act of entrusting

www.newneighborhoodspublishing.com.

chaired "Turning the Inside Out: A Conversation with

to an academic body the determination of whether re
quested academic adjustments fundamentally alter an

George McGovern and John Anderson," held at the Law

•

Center on March 26, 2009.

educational program, and how postsecondary institutions

Professor Michael L. Richmond was recently appointed

might implement budget cutbacks in disability services

chair of the FLL Airport Noise Abatement Committee. The

offices without violating section 504 or the ADA.

former chair was Abe Fischler, NSU president emeritus.

Professor Joel A. Mintz was one of

Joel A. Mintz,
Professor

Dean Athornia Steele is chairing the Law School Admis
sion Council (LSAC) Nominating Committee.

•

•

Smith

Professor Bruce Rogow argued the Governor Siegel-

a group of environmental law pro

man/Health South former CEO Richard Scrushy bribery

Adjunct Professor Rick Stone is quoted on Bloomberg.com

fessors who prepared and submitted

appeal in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit

about Stanford and the release of some customer funds.

to the U.S. Department of Interior

(http://www.call.uscourts.gov/) in Atlanta on December

a comprehensive set of comments

9, 2008. He argued the JQC v 1st District Court of Appeal

criticizing a proposed regulation

Judge Michael Allen case in the Florida Supreme Court on

Professor Steve Wisotsky's article,

regarding the Endangered Species

December 2, 2008. He was selected to appear in Best Law

"How to Interpret Statutes—or Not:

Act. His article, "Taking Con

yers in America for 2009 in the areas of appellate practice,

The Phantom of Plain Meaning,"

gress's Words Seriously: Towards

first amendment, criminal law, and commercial litigation.

appears in the January 2009 Florida

a Sound Construction of NEPA's

This is his 22nd year being selected. He was the keynote

Bar Journal, at 4- The article is also

Long-Overlooked

Interpretation

Mandate," was published in 38 Environmental Law 1031
(2008) as the lead article in that journal. Mintz peer re
viewed and rated a set of law review articles published
in the past year for the Land Use and Environmental Law
Review. His journal article, "Presidential Leadership and
the Challenge of Global Climate Change," was published
in 39 Envt'l. L. Rptr. 10045 (January 2009). He published
a book chapter entitled "Few Changes and Little Prog
ress: U.S. Hazardous Waste Management and Sustain
able Development," in John C. Dernbach, ed., Agenda
for a Sustainable America, Environmental Law Institute
(2009). His essay, "Introductory Note: A Perspective on

the lead substantive article in The

speaker at the Broward County Bar Association's Law Day

Record (Summer 2008), the journal

celebration on May 1, 2009.

of the Appellate Practice Section of

•
Professor John Sanchez has had two articles published

Steve Wisotsky,
Professor

The Florida Bar. A longer version
will appear in the summer 2009 edi

and also updated his book. Sanchez's article, "The Vest

tion of the peer-reviewed Journal of

ing, Modification, and Financing of Public Retiree

Appellate Practice & Process.

Health Benefits in Light of New Accounting Rules," was
published in the John Marshall Law Review's summer 2008
issue. His article, "Survey of Florida Public Employment
Law," was published in the 2008 Nova Law Review. The
update was made to his book, State & Local Government
Employment Liability, published by Thomson West.

Pakistan's Chief Justice, Judicial Independence, and the

•

Rule of Law," was published in 15 ILSA J. of lnt'l. and

Professor Charlene L. Smith wrote an editorial that

Wisotsky was appointed as co-chair of the ABA Criminal
Justice Section White Collar Crime Committee's Financial
Institution Fraud/Money Laundering and Patriot Act sub
committee. He was also appointed in July 2008 by Supreme
Court Justice Fred Lewis to serve on the advisory committee
to the Florida Board of Bar Examiners. The task is to review
every topic currently tested on The Florida Bar exam and

Compar. L. 1 (Fall, 2008). His article, "Presidential Lead

was electronically published by The Journal of Philosophy,

ership and the Challenge of Global Climate Change," 39

Science, and Law. The editorial responded to the policy ar

Envt'l. L. Rptr. 10045 (January, 2009), was among the

guments the New England Journal of Medicine made in their

SSRN top ten downloaded scholarly articles in three sep

amicus brief for Ixvine v. Wyeth. The Supreme Court heard

arate categories: selection of leaders, political economy

the oral arguments. The article may be found at www. mi-

make recommendations to revise, delete, or add topics as
needed. Wisotsky has been selected to be in Florida's Super
Lawyers Magazine for the fourth year in a row.

—structure and scope of government, and leadership se
lection and compensation.
Mintz participated in scholars' discussions regarding the
appropriate roles of federal preemption and cost-benefit

WINNERS AT THE 2009 BARRISTER'S BALL

analysis in environmental health and safety regulation at
a semi-annual meeting of member-scholars of the Cen
ter for Progressive Reform (a "green think tank" based in
Washington, D.C.) held in San Diego. He gave a presen
tation on "Hazardous Waste Laws and the Public Health"
to a seminar on public health at the NSU Health Care

Professor of the Year:
Elena Marty-Nelson

The SBA Academic Excellence Award:
Brian George Walker

Adviser of the Year:
Stephanie Aleong

SBA Executive Board Awards:
Rachel Rogozinski, Ryan Galka,
Samira Arabnia, and Laura Storey

Center. Mintz co-judged a national environmental law
essay contest for law students, sponsored by the Wash
ington, D.C.-based Public Justice Foundation (formerly

Volunteer of the Year:
Phyllis Coleman

known as ATLA), and consulted on a voluntary, pro bono
basis with officials of the green computer firm, Google, to
help them gather support within the federal government

Organization of the Year:
Phi Alpha Delta

for a proposal to mandate the manufacture and use of per
sonal computers that conserve significant quantities of
energy at only a nominal cost to consumers. He secured
a commitment from the national director of the EPA's
highly selective summer law student intern program to
admit one NSU law student per year to that program.

Professor Anthony Niedwiecki was

Most Improved Organization of the Year:
WLAW Radio
Diversity Day Award:
Student Animal Legal Defense Fund
The Larry Kalevitch Service Award:
Ryan Galka

President's Award
(selected by SBA President):
Ryan Galka, Laura Storey, Samira Arabnia,
Tiffany Brown, and Jeffrey Wank
Service Award: Rachel Rogozinski
The Stephanie Aleong IMPACT Award
Student Recipient:
Ryan Galka
Galka then selected Elena Marty-Nelson
as the professor to receive the Stephanie
Aleong IMPACT Award.

elected to the Oakland Park City
Commission on March 10, 2009.
Niedwiecki received 65.8 percent
of the vote to defeat Michael Cam

Congratulations to the Individuals and Faculty Member Winners
and the Advisers of the Winning Organizations!

for City Commission Seat No. 4.
By receiving the most votes among
all of the candidates in Oakland

Anthony
Niedwiecki,
Professor

Park, Niedwiecki will become vice
mayor in 2010 and mayor in 2011.
For more on his election, visit www.
anthony09.com/.

•
Adjunct Professor Gary A. Poliakoff, Nova Southeastem University Law Center's 2008 Adjunct Professor of the
Year for teaching doctrinal courses in condominium law
and practice, is proud to announce a book co-written with
his son, Ryan, entitled New Neighborhoods: The Consumer's
Guide to Condominium, Co-Op, and HO A Living. It is a nonfiction consumer's guide that details the most important as
pects of buying or living in a shared-ownership community
(condo, co-op, or HOA) and provides in-depth information
on how to effectively serve as a board member or volunteer.
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Law Center's Finalists for the 2009 STUEY Awards
Executive of the Year: Gail Richmond
Cocurricular Adviser of the Year: Stephanie Aleong
Graduate Organization of the Year: Evening Law Students Association
Alumnus of the Year: Walter Honaman
Corporate Partner of the Year: BarBri Bar Review
Tiffany Brown won the Student of the Year Award
Jo Eterno won the NSU Staff Person of the Year Award
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Palm Beach County Law Alumni Holiday Gathering
The Palm Beach County Law Alumni
Chapter held their holiday gathering
on December 17, 2008. Each attendee
graciously donated a wrapped book for
a child or teenager. The books were
then given to the Palm Beach Bar As
sociation Lawyers for Literacy Com
mittee for the Palm Beach County
Literacy Coalition. B

NSU Law Alumni Holiday Party
The NSU Law Alumni Association
celebrated the start of the holiday
season on December 1, 2008,
at the Law Center. •

Palm Beach Chapter

The NSU Law Alumni Association CLE

The Palm Beach County Law Alumni Chapter won the Outstanding Com
munity Relations Award at the NSU Annual Chapter President's Retreat.
Accepting the award from Sara Ducuennois is Angela Crandall '01. •

The NSU Law Alumni Association was proud to present "What Every
Lawyer Should Know During an Economic Downturn" on April 3, 2009.
Presenters addressed pertinent issues relevant to our tough economy.
The presentations included "Internet Issues and Electronic Discovery,"
"Trends in Employment Law," "Foreclosure: What Now?" "Bankruptcy
Law Basics," and "Ethics." The alumni association is grateful to the fol
lowing sponsors for their generous support: Rothstein Rosenfeldt Adler,
Tescher Mediation Group, and Richman Greer. H

South Beach Event
Law alumni enjoyed a networking social on January 15, 2009, at Smith
and Wollensky in Miami Beach. •
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Alumna Achievement
Award Recipient
Maria Jose T. Fletcher '98, supervising attorney of the Florida
Immigrant Advocacy Center, Inc. and director of LUCHA: A
Women's Legal Project, was named Alumna of the Year.

violence, and trafficking in individuals in the United States
and internationally. She has been invited to present at con
ferences, seminars, and workshops to address the needs of
survivors of trafficking by the U.S. Department of State, the
U.S. Department of Justice, and nongovernmental organi
zations. She received the law alumni achievement award at
the Celebration of Excellence, held on January 22, 2009. •

LUCHA helps low-income immigrant women overcome
domestic abuse, sexual assault, and trafficking through legal
representation and education, empowering these women to
become active in the broader community.
Maria Jose T. Fletcher has been a supervising attorney at
Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center (FIAC) and the director
of LUCHA: A Women's Legal Project since June 2000. Her
duties include overall supervision of project staff—including
staff attorneys, paralegals, interns, and volunteers. She also di
rectly represents low-income, immigrant victims of domestic
violence, trafficking in individuals, and other violent crimes.
She is actively involved in local, state, and national domestic
violence and victim's rights organizations. Fletcher is a staff
member of ASISTA, co-chair of the National Network to
End Violence Against Immigrant Women, and a member of
the Freedom Network to Empower Trafficked and Enslaved

General Master Philip Schlissel '78 was named NSU

Persons (USA).

Super Shark for his active service as president of the NSU

Fletcher prepares and conducts educational presenta

Law Alumni Association. St

tions and trainings in the areas of immigration, domestic

1977

1982

Gerald M. Morris was named Adjunct Professor of the Year.

Diamond R. Litty defeated Don Chinquina in the 19th

cessful appeal was his choice to attend a parole hearing for
his client, driving 500 miles to speak on his behalf instead
of speaking via telephone.

Circuit in the race for public defender.

1979

Richard

Honorable Robert L. Williams, Jr., Polk County judge,
Beverly Vesel of Beverly
L. Vesel and Associates
appeared

in The

Daily

Business Review on De

cember 30, 2008, in the
"After

Hours"

section.

Vesel is past president of
the NSU Law Alumni As
sociation and is a member
of the Law Center's Board
of Governors.

fense attorney, presented

a public defender in 1982 and joined the Bradley Johnson

at the Florida Associa

Law Firm in 1984, where he spent about 21 years. Over

tion of Criminal Defense

the years, he dabbled-rn-different-areas-odaw, including

Lawyers' (FACDL) 15th

acting as city attorney for about 12 years for Frostproof,

annual

Florida, and Hillcrest Heights, Florida. He spent most of

what he has enjoyed most, and that he finds the hard

Gardens has received recognition as "Florida's Finest"

est challenge of being a judge is determining appropri

from the Florida Association of Realtors for his service as

ate sentences. Go to www.theledger.com/article/20081228

chair of the FAR Realtor/Attorney Joint Committee.

/NEWS/812280430/1410lTitle=Judge_s_Success_ls
_Built_on_Details to read his story.

David W. Singer of Hollywood has been named unit op

1983

Penalty

ida, on March 28, 2009.

planning. Jeb Bush, former Florida governor, appointed

John R. Banister of Rutherford Mulhall in Palm Beach

Death

Seminar in Orlando, Flor

his time focusing on real-estate transaction law and estate

Williams said in the article that helping people is

of Broward County.

recognized criminal de

for taking care of loose ends." Williams began his career as

cently, Williams has been overseeing the Mental Health

erating board chair-elect of the American Cancer Society

& Lehr and a nationally

Ledger.com reports "his motto is 'close the loop,' shorthand

Court, a jail diversion program.

1980

derdale law firm Arnstein

was profiled on The Ledger.com on December 28, 2008. The

Williams to the Polk County bench in 2006. Most re

Rosenbaum,

partner with the Fort Lau

Rosenbaum's session, "In
troducing Evidence of Insanity: Are You Crazy," examined
the insanity plea. Rosenbaum, who has been practicing
law since 1984, has represented more than 1,000 clients
throughout his career and has been extremely successful
at the trial court level as well as in the appellate arena.
AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, Rosenbaum focuses his
practice in the areas of criminal defense, civil law, appel
late law, domestic relations, and civil litigation. Rosen
baum has handled dozens of high-profile criminal and civil
cases, including successfully representing Lionel Tate, the
youngest child in the country sentenced to life in prison.
He was also a member of the team of attorneys who suc
cessfully represented baseball star Jose Canseco in 2003

Thomas Carlton Gano is a sole criminal practitioner in

1981

when he was charged with violating the terms of his com

his own firm in West Palm Beach. As an attorney for 25

munity control. He is a member of the Broward County

years, his principal area of practice has been criminal de

and American Bar Associations, The Florida Bar, FACDL,

Trela J. White, village attorney for the Village of Royal

fense. He belongs to a number of professional organiza

and the National Association of Criminal Defense Law

Palm Beach, was selected as the 2008 City Attorney of

tions, including the Palm Beach County Bar Association

yers (NACDL).

the Year by the Florida

and the Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (Palm

League of Cities at its an

Beach and national), where he has served as president

nual Florida Cities of Ex

and on the board of directors. He serves on a Florida Su

cellence awards program

preme Court committee on standard jury instructions for

in Orlando on November

criminal cases. He is admitted to the U.S. District Court,

21, 2008. The City Attor

Southern District of Florida, and the U.S. District Court,

ney of the Year honors a

Middle District of Florida.

city attorney who displays

1984
Gary Betensky, shareholder with the commercial litiga
tion law firm of Richman Greer, P.A., has been named a
Most Effective Lawyer 2008, by the Daily Business Review.
Recognized for achieving significant victories for his cli
ents, Betensky was selected in the Class Action category.

excellence

He began his pro bono efforts while volunteering at home

in the areas of judgment,

less shelters. In his office, he answers the legal questions of

initiative, integrity, inno

impoverished people, giving them the same dignity and

vation,

professionalism,

privacy as paying clients. The plight of illegal immigrants

Office's blanket policy of strip-searching was illegal, re

exceptional

Betensky, firm president Gerald F. Richman, and manag
ing shareholder Manuel A. Garcia-Linares, were honored
after they successfully argued that the Broward Sheriff's

commitment, and citizen

is something that he took an interest in, leading him

sulting in an $11.5 million class action settlement for

relations. White's law firm, Corbett and White, P.A., also

to a case involving a man at an outreach program who
was falsely accused of rape, and eventually cleared of all

4,000 people.

represents Atlantis, Golf, Lantana, Manalapan, Mangonia
Park, Palm Beach Shores, Palm Beach Gardens (interim),

charges because of Gano's pro bono assistance. In another

South Palm Beach, and Tequesta. She was also named as

case, he defended an ex-offender who was released and

one of the top municipal lawyers in South Florida in the

homeless, and in turn was headed back to prison based on

South Florida Legal Guide for 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008.

circumstances of his release. The deciding factor in a sue-
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Michael Dutko was fea
tured

in

Best

Lawyers

1994

1996

in America 2009 in the

H

specialties of nonwhitecollar

criminal

defense

and white-collar criminal
defense.
Rosemary
sented

Wilder

"Coming

IW JSl

..

pre

Forget to Tell You, I'm

& Lewis.

1986

Arlene Kline, Scott Atherton '04, and Venus (Zilierus)

Law Offices of Matthew J.

Caruso '04, recently joined Akerman Senterfitt's West

Jowanna, P.A. In just three

Palm Beach Office as Of Counsel and will continue their

years, the firm has tripled in

litigation and employment law practices.

ing

CLE, "Out in Court: Thirty Years of Gays and Lesbians
Wilder is with Marlow, Connell, Abrams, Adler, Newman

sary of the opening of The

tindale-Hubbell's highest rat•

Gay" at The Florida Bar
in the Legal Profession" in October 2008 in Coral Gables.

Scott Kistner is a sole practitioner in Fort Lauderdale.

size and has received Mar-

Out

Professionally: Before I

Matthew J. Jowanna recently
celebrated the third anniver

Samuel Lopez is a sole practitioner in Pembroke Pines.

(AV) for legal ability and

ethical standards. The firm is

Andrew Weinstein of the Weinstein Law Firm in Coral

also listed in the Bar Register

Springs presented "The Rules of Engagement—Personal

of Preeminent Lawyers, which
fewer than 5 percent of all law firms in the country qualify
for and are included in. The firm concentrates in the ar

Injury Protection" to members of the Florida Justice As
sociation, focusing on how health care professionals can
fight the insurance companies' denial of PIP claims. He

eas of personal injury, insurance, and business litigation.

also spoke at the Florida Personal Injury Practice for Para

Jowanna was accepted into the 2009-10 class of the Uni

legals seminar in Fort Lauderdale.

versity of Notre Dame Law School for the LL.M. program
in International Civil and Human Rights Law.

Todd B. Weprin joined Sachs Sax Caplan in Boca Raton

Alexandra Rieman presented "Pre-Mortem Legal Plan
ning" at The Florida Bar CLE "Elder Law Certification

Brenda Lubar Kolos is with the Law Offices of James J.

Review Course" on January 8 and 9, 2009, in Orlando.

Gallagher, where she concentrates in Workers' Compen

as an associate. Weprin concentrates in all areas of estate
planning, including wills and living trusts, guardianships,
probate, and trust administration.

sation. Prior to becoming an attorney, she worked for the
A1 Zucaro, Jr., chair of the World Trade Center Palm

state of Florida for 10 years in children's advocacy.

1999

Beach, has been appointed by Charlie Crist, Florida gov
ernor, to the International Think Tank Committee, which

Scott Solkoff, presented "Advanced Medicaid Planning

promotes Florida as a destination for international trade and

and Packaging and Product/Services of an Elder Law At

Genny

Bernstein

has

foreign capital investment. Zucaro has also been appointed

torney" at The Florida Bar's CLE "13 th Annual Public

been Board Certified as

to the Think Tank subcommittee that focuses on federal is

Benefits" on March 20 and "Ethics" at The Florida Bar's

an Elder Law Specialist by

sues such as immigration, trade, and finance.

CLE "Fundamentals of Elder Law I" on March 21, 2009.

The Florida Bar. Certifica

Both events were held in Tampa.

tion requires sufficient ex
perience, examination and

1990
Ellen Kaplan, president and founder of the Spencer Craw
ford Children's Foundation, Inc., a not-for-profit organiza
tion located in Coral Springs, Florida, provides physical,
emotional, and financial assistance to families whose chil
dren have been diagnosed with a life-threatening illness.
Kaplan started the organization after recognizing the lack

Billie Jo Kaufman was invited to speak at the AALL/
IALL China-U.S. Conference on Legal Information and
Law Libraries in China in May 2009.
Anita Paoli is a member of the board of directors of the
South Broward Bar Association. This voluntary bar serves
the large legal community in south Broward County and
beyond, and enables its members to network with judges,
other attorneys, and the business community in both pro
fessional and social settings. The organization has more
than 100 members throughout the southern region of Bro
ward County.

injury trial attorney and managing
partner in the Fort Lauderdale-

Law Firm, an elder law and

based Lawlor Winston & Justice

estate planning firm with

law firm, was inducted as the 46th

offices in Palm Beach Gar

president of the Broward County

dens, Boynton Beach, and

Justice Association (BCJA). Win

Port St. Lucie, Florida.

the rights of individuals and as

the difficult journey of tending to her terminally ill tod
dler, who has since passed away. His journey and plight

peer review. Bernstein is
an Associate at The Karp

ston is dedicated to protecting

of available resources in the community when faced with

were chronicled in the Sun-Sentinel.

Andrew Y. Winston, a personal

sisting families of loved ones who
have been injured through the negligence of others. His
practice focuses on general personal injury, medical mal
practice, wrongful death, and the personal representation
of physicians and lawyers in malpractice and ethics mat
ters. Winston is an active Eagle member of the Florida
Justice Association, the American Association for Jus
tice, the Broward County Bar Association, the Kentucky
Justice Association, and the Louisville Bar Association.
His leadership roles include being the past chair of The
Florida Bar's Grievance Committee 17D, currently serv
ing as a Florida Bar fee arbitrator grievance mediator, and
sitting on the Florida Bar's Grievance Committee 17A. He
was a volunteer guardian ad litem for abused and neglected
children in Broward County for 11 years. He is AV-rated

Debi Chalik, co-founding partner of the personal injury

and included in Martindale-Hubbell's Bar Register of Pre

law firm of Chalik & Chalik, has been certified as a member

eminent Lawyers. He is also a member of the Million Dol
Daniel J. Santaniello of Luks, Santaniello, Perez, Petrillo

of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum. Recognized as one

lar Advocate's Forum. Winston has been appointed to the

& Gold has been appointed to the Florida Defense Law

of the most prestigious groups of trial lawyers in the Unit

Community Outreach Committee of the YMCA of Bro

yers Association Board of Directors.

ed States, membership in the Million Dollar Advocates

ward County, Sheinberg YMCA Family Center.

Forum is limited to attorneys who have won million and
multimillion dollar verdicts, awards, and settlements. The

1991

organization was founded in 1993 and has approximately

1995

3,000 members located throughout the country. Less than

William Heller is a managing partner with Heller & Hell

Donna

er, P.A. in Coral Springs, where he practices family and
personal injury law.

who is on the Insurance

M. Greenspan,

and Reinsurance Coun
cil with Edwards Angell

1992

Palmer & Dodge, has been
recertified as an appellate
specialist. Greenspan has

Gregory A. Chaires of Chaires, Brooderson & Guerrero

been a board certified ap

lectured on "Board of Medicine Investigations and Medi

pellate

care and Medicaid Audits" at the Florida Wellcare Alli

since

2003 and a board certified

ance meeting in Hernando.

1993

specialist

business litigation lawyer
since 2007. Certification identifies her as an attorney with
the special knowledge, skills, and proficiency of an expert
in these areas. Certified attorneys are the only Florida

Rae E. Chorowski of Chorowski & Moore, P.A. in Fort

lawyers allowed to identify or advertise themselves as spe

Lauderdale, has been appointed to serve on the Board of

cialists or experts. Less than 6 percent of Florida's 80,000

Directors of Legal Aid Service of Broward County, Inc.,

lawyers are board certified.

and Coast to Coast Legal Aid Service of Florida, Inc.

Brian E. Pabian is an associate with Luks, Santaniello,
Perez, Petrillo & Gold in Fort Lauderdale.

1 percent of U.S. lawyers are members. Forum membership
acknowledges excellence in advocacy and provides mem
bers with a national network of experienced colleagues for
professional referral and information exchange in major
cases. Originally from Montreal, Canada, Chalik obtained
her undergraduate degree, magna cum laude, from York
University in Toronto, Canada.
Thomas F. Coyle, Jr., has
been named a new share
holder with Greenspoon
Marder. He concentrates
his practice in the areas
of commercial real estate,
commercial lending, con
dominium and homeown
ers' associations, resorts
and timeshares, and regu
latory

compliance

and

defense. Coyle has been
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with Greenspoon Marder since January of 2001. He is ad

include "Eyewitness Reliability: JFK Assassination and

clients on the preparation

mitted to the Florida and Georgia bars. Coyle currently

Simmons v Florida," 26 No. 1 Trial Advoc. Q 32 (2007)

and filing

represents Greenspoon Marder at the Fort Lauderdale

and "A Survey of Section 57.105, Florida Statutes: Effec

range

Chamber of Commerce, the Junior Achievement Profes

tive Use of This Powerful Statute and How to Avoid Its

based visa petitions, in

sional Connection Board, the Dunn's Run Committee

Consequences," 25 No. 3 Trial Advoc. Q. 10 (2006). She

cluding

extraordinary

contributes to www.FloridaArbitrationLaiv.com as well.

ability;

multinational

through the Boys & Girls Clubs of Broward County, and

of the entire

of

employment-

transferee; advanced de

in other community interests.
Scott P. Chitoff of Brinkley, Morgan, Solomon, Tatum,

gree

James S. Helf has been

Stanley & Lunny has been named a member of the Bro

worker immigrant peti

and

professional

appointed as a partner

ward County Courthouse Task Force.

tions; and H-1B, L-l, E1, and E-2 nonimmigrant

of the law firm of Ruden
Erin L. Deady of Lewis, Longman & Walker in West Palm

petitions. His practice fo

of nine attorneys elected

Beach presented an "Everglades Litigation Update" at the

cuses on providing guidance to corporate employers and

as a partner in 2009.

International Everglades Conference. She also co-presented

individual investors on structuring business operations in

Three of the firm's newly

"A Sustainable Southwest Florida: Creating a Vision" in

compliance with current immigration regulations and visa

elected partners are NSU

Fort Myers.

requirements. Seagrave's experience also extends to deal

McClosky. Helf is one

ing with family-based immigration, preparing applications

alumni. A member of the

for waivers of inadmissibility, and counseling clients on the

firm's Litigation Practice

Steven W. Marcus has

Group, Helf concentrates

been appointed a partner

immigration consequences of criminal convictions. He is

his practice on commer

with

a member of The Florida Bar and the American Immigra

cial litigation with a fo

He is resident in the firm's

tion Lawyers Association. Prior to joining Klasko, Rulon,
Stock & Seltzer, LLP, Seagrave served as senior counsel in

Ruden

McClosky.

cus on construction law. Prior to joining the firm, Helf

Fort Lauderdale office. A

served as an assistant state attorney for the 17th Judi

member of the firm's Liti

cial Circuit of Florida, where he tried numerous bench

gation

Practice Group,

and jury trials. Helf is a member of The Florida Bar and

Marcus

is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Courts

ents in multiple areas of

for the Middle and Southern Districts of Florida. He is

business and commercial

represents

cli

also a member of the Broward County Bar Association,

litigation including large

Construction Law Committee, and the Weston Business

and small corporations in

the Miami office of Foley & Lardner LLP and was a special
immigration counsel.

2002
Sandra

various industries, developers, and property owners. Three

been

chief
es

appointed

human

officer

for

resourc

partner of the law firm of
Ruden McClosky. Krum

2001

neys elected as a partner

Indiana

joining Merlin, Delgado
represented policy holders

vides medical and dental

for another firm.

to 65,000 clients

experience includes serving as director of alumni programs
at Indiana University Kelley School of Business (2002—
2004) and as legal counsel in the retirement services di
vision for American United Life Insurance (2001—2002).
Niblack is a licensed attorney in both Indiana and Florida.
She is an adjunct professor at Indiana University's Kel
ley School of Business, teaching law, ethics, and human

his history representing policy holders (both residential and

firm. He was previously
an associate. Backman's

300 claims, ranging from $7,500 homeowner claims to mul-

primary areas of practice

timillion dollar settlements for condominium boards. He is
a member of the American Bar Association Tort, Trial, and

include

in December 2008.

and

active community leader,

Real Property Section. Delgado was admitted into The Flor

Florida Bar CLE "Basic Probate and Guardianship 2008"

securities

commercial litigation. An

Insurance Section; Construction Law Section; and Florida

he was named Man of the
Year in 2007 by the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society for
his extensive fund-raising efforts and volunteer contri
butions to the organization. Backman is on the Board of
Trustees of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, a mem
ber of Leadership Broward Class XXVII, and a member of
the B'nai B'rith Justice Unit's Executive Board of Direc

resources management courses, and was awarded a 2008
Faculty Teaching Award.

the nation's largest, certi
fied minority-owned law

commercial), Delgado has successfully resolved more than

Felicia Jordan gave the introduction in Miami for The

has

at Adorno & Yoss, LLP,

firm in South Florida. In

ida Bar in 2002 and The Texas Bar in 2008.

Backman

been promoted to partner

surance defense litigation

Indiana Health Centers (IHC) with more than 20 years of

Benefit Administrators from 2004 to 2006. Her prior work

Jeffrey

juster and then at an in

are underinsured, or are unemployed. Niblack comes to

2008 and served as vice president of client relations at Key

2003

of insmeis—fust asnrratU

have no health insurance,

dent with SIHO Insurance Services, Inc., from 2006 to

Before

that, he worked on behalf

statewide. Most patients

law, and labor and employment law. She was a vice presi

ners are NSU alumni.

law in Houston. Prior to

across Indiana that pro

resources, self-insurance, employee benefit plans, health

firm's newly elected part

specializing in insurance

community health centers

experience in public and private risk management, human

in 2009. Three of the
Merlin Law Group, a firm

net

work of federally qualified

care

bein is one of nine attor

Javier Delgado joined the

Health Centers, Inc., an
Indianapolis-based

Krumbein

of the firm's newly elected partners are NSU alumni.
Kari L. Niblack, SPHR,
has

E.

has been appointed as a

Ivan J. Kopas has joined the Fort Lauderdale office of

tors. He is also a member of the Young Lawyers Section

Adorno & Yoss, LLP as an associate. Adorno & Yoss is the

of the Broward County Bar Association and a member of

largest, certified minority-owned law firm in the United

The Florida Bar. In 2008, he was named a "Top Up and

States with more than 270 attorneys in 18 offices. Includ

Comer" by Florida Trend's Legal Elite. A resident of Coral

ing this addition, there are now a total of 39 attorneys in

Springs, he is admitted to practice in all of the Federal

the firm's two Broward offices.

Courts in Florida. Backman recently has filed and opened

senior attorney based in

Kristen Lynch presented "Distribution of IRAs at Death—

the firm's Palm Beach of

Judge, Group 1.

Tap Dancing with the Custodians and the IRS" at The

Allison S. Bernstein has
joined Butzel Long as a

a campaign account for the seat of Broward County Court

fice. She has extensive

Florida Bar's CLE "So You Think You Can Dance...But

experience in civil litiga

Rita Rosato Pitassi joined Backer Law Firm PA., in its

Can You Do the Probate Shuffle?" held March 19, 2009, in

tion, appeals, and arbi

discrimination and employment law litigation section in

Fort Lauderdale and March 20, 2009, in Tampa.

Boca Raton.

Scott Ross was named deputy secretary for the business

2004

tration,

including legal

malpractice, medical mal
practice,

nursing home

defense, real estate fraud,
products

liability,

and

personal injury. Bernstein
is a member of the Palm Beach County Bar Association,
the Appellate Practice Committee of The Florida Bar, the
Florida Defense Lawyers Association, and the Florida As
sociation of Women Lawyers. She is admitted to practice
in all Florida state and federal courts and the 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals. She served as both a faculty member
and speaker for several continuing legal education confer
ences. In 2007 and 2008, Florida Trend magazine included
her among the "Legal Elite." Bernstein's published articles

regulation divisions of the Florida Department of Business
and Professional Regulation. His responsibilities include
alcoholic beverages and tobacco; hotels and restaurants;

Scott Atherton, Venus (Zilierus) Caruso, and Arlene

pari-mutuel wagering; and condominiums, timeshare, and

Kline '96 recently joined Akerman Senterfitt's West Palm

mobile homes regulation. He previously served as state ex

Beach Office as Of Counsel and will continue their litiga

ecutive director for the Republican Jewish Coalition, di

tion and employment law practices.

rector of government relations for the Venetian/Las Vegas
Sands Corporation in Las Vegas, and executive director of
the Florida Student Association.

2005
Gary Sheres became certified to second chair murder

Alan Seagrave joined the national immigration law firm

cases. Three years is the shortest period of time before an

Klasko, Rulon, Stock & Seltzer, LLP. Seagrave has prac

attorney can be certified. Sheres is with the Broward PD

ticed immigration law since 2001. He regularly advises
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and has helped coach the school's TYLA trial competition

dation, has launched a unique project, the Broward Teen

president-elect of the Fort

teams the last two years.

Advocacy Project (BTAP). The new project was an

Lauderdale Chapter in a

nounced by Barbara Prager, executive director of Coast to

ceremony held in Fort Lau

2006

Coast Legal Aid of South Florida (CCLA), the adminis

derdale on December 20,

tering agency for the project Wintz designed.

2008. The Fort Lauderdale

2007

professional

Dwayne

Buckner

has

filed for a seat on the

Chaper is a 41-member

cil in Walterboro, South

Melissa Devlin has joined Katzman Garfinkel Rosen-

Carolina.

re

baum in West Palm Beach as an associate and concen

Walterboro

trates her practice on community association law and

turned

to

after serving as an assis

Women's Council of Re
altors (WCR), a national
professional development
organization with 19,000

casualty litigation.

members. She will serve

tant public defender for
Broward County, Florida.

Allison L. Hertz has joined Katzman Garfinkel Rosen-

Before moving to Florida,

baum in West Palm Beach.

a one-year term as president-elect, honing her leadership
skills, before assuming the presidency next year. Kinney is
a "Rookie of the Year" realtor with Continental Properties,

he was the owner and
broker-in-charge of

estate

group affiliated with the

Walterboro City Coun
Buckner

real

having nine executed contracts in a year when most realtors

In

Brian D. Meisner is an associate with Marks, O'Neill,

terstate Realty in Walterboro. His business allowed him

O'Brien & Courtney, P.C. in New York City. His practice

to coordinate transactions for the purchase of commercial

areas include labor law, municipal law, commercial law and

after graduating from Nova Southeastern Law School and
passing The Florida Bar Exam in September.

real estate for medical offices and franchise development.

contractual claims, construction claims, employment law,

Buckner also served as co-founder and managing editor of

toxic and mass torts, product liability litigation, general

The Dispatch newspaper. Buckner is a member of St. Peter's

negligence, and professional liability. He recently argued

AME Church in Walterboro, where he served as a Sun

in front of New York's Appellate Division in response to

day school teacher and Bible study instructor. He is also a

an appeal seeking an order overturning the granting of

member of the Rotary Club of Walterboro.

summary judgment to his client, a major insurance carrier,
on a subrogation matter asserted against them by another

Richard Y. Cheng joined

major insurance carrier. He handled every step of the

the law firm

litigation, and the order granting his client summary judg

of Pearson

Randall Schumacher &

ment was upheld by the Appellate Division.

LaBore, PA in Minne
apolis. Cheng practices

Sophia Salver is an associate with Hark/Burkhalter/Yon,

in the areas of consumer

PL in Boca Raton. The firm specializes in estate planning,

fraud protection, products

probate litigation, family law, and general civil litigation.

liability with an emphasis

She is also president of Brilliant Tees.

are struggling to close one deal. She received her real estate
license in January 2008 and began working in real estate

Kinney is no stranger to leadership. While at the Law
Center, she served as the campus representative for the
American Bar Association, vice president of the Sports
and Entertainment Law Society and the Florida Associa
tion of Women Lawyers, and social chair and vice presi
dent of the Celtic American Law Society. She also won
the school-sponsored contest to rename the school's mas
cot, from the Knights to the Sharks.
Marissa J. Pullano, an associate with the law firm

LLP, has been elected to
the Board of Directors

on mass torts/class ac
tions, medical malpractice,

Cara L. Thomas is corporate counsel at Halvorsen Hold

nursing home litigation,

ings in Boca Raton. Thomas completed "Butt Out! Con

and

litigation.

trolling Environmental Tobacco Smoke in Condomini

He can be contacted at

ums," published in Probate & Property in the May/June

rcheng@prslegal.com.

2008 edition, while a third-year law student.

business

of

Brinkley, Morgan, Solomon, Tatum, Stanley & Lunny,

of the Young Lawyers'
Section of the Broward
County Bar Association.
Pullano's practice focuses
primarily in the area of
marital and family law,
which includes dissolu

Ethan J. Wall, a civil

tion of marriage, alimony,

trial attorney with Rich-

child custody and visita

man Greer, P.A., has been

tion, equitable distribu

named to the NSU Law

tion, and adoption. She is

Alumni Association Board

admitted to practice before all Florida state courts. She is

of Directors. Wall practic

a member of The American Bar, The Florida Bar, and the

es primarily in the areas of

Broward County Bar Association.

complex commercial and
intellectual property liti
gation with an emphasis
on copyrights, trademarks,
Cynthia Lauriston and Nerina Smart established Lau-

and trade secrets.

riston & Smart, LLC, in Fort Lauderdale. Their practice
areas include criminal defense; civil litigation; family law;
real estate; immigration; personal injury; and wills, pro
bate, and estate planning. Lauriston and Smart handled
thousands of cases as a state prosecutor and a civil litiga
tor, respectively, prior to opening the firm.
Sara E. Lowengard join
ed Green & Seifter, PLLC
as an associate. She is
a member of the New
York, Onondaga County,
and American Bar As
sociations. Lowengard is
admitted to practice in
New York. Green & Seif
ter, located in Syracuse,
is a diversified law firm of

4th District Court, received one of the highest scores in the
state on the July 2008 Bar exam. He was the only new in
ductee who spoke at the 4th DCA induction ceremony held
on October 6, 2008, in West Palm Beach. Sheres is one of

2008

six NSU Law Center graduates clerking at the court.

Meaghan Edelstein was featured in the Sun-Sentinel in a story

Keith E. Sonderling joined Gunster Yoakley as an associate

about her kicking cancer and starting a blog to help others.

in the West Palm Beach office. He concentrates his practice

Her blog can be found at http://cancerlost.blogspot.com.

in employment litigation, business litigation, and appel

Daniel Espino has been elected to the Miami Springs City

"POLST: A Cure for the Common Advance Directive—It's

late practice. The Nova Law Review will publish his article,
Council. He received more than 62 percent of the vote

Just What the Doctor Ordered," in a forthcoming issue.

and won by the largest margin of any race. He is also of
ficially the youngest person to ever have been elected to
office in Miami Springs. His swearing in ceremony took
place on April 13, 2009.

In Memoriam
Russell Menese "Neese" Gardner died March 27, 2009,
after successfully fighting

Scott Haft joined the firm of Watterson & Zappolo, P.A.,

several illnesses for five years.

Gardner was a senior partner in the law firm of McCune

in Palm Beach Gardens. His practice focuses on the areas

Hiaasen Crum Ferris and Gardner and later joined Gunster

of commercial litigation and land use.

Yoakley and Stewart. He was a long-time member of the
Board of Governors of the Shepard Broad Law Center.

more than 30 attorneys.
The firm provides counsel

Rob Sheres, who is clerking for Judge Gary Farmer at the

Joseph Hardgrave is a legal fellow with the Equal Justice

on such issues as mergers and acquisitions; business trans

Works AmeriCorps of the Montana Legal Services As

Cheryl V. Smith-Khan '96, of Palm Harbor, passed away

actions; economic development; government relations;

sociation (MLSA). He is working with MLSA's Self-Help

at Morton Plant Hospital on February 2, 2009. She worked

litigation; commercial bankruptcy; trusts and estates;

Law Project and Helpline to develop, coordinate, and

as a sales account executive for AT&T and held several

employee benefits; commercial real estate; employment,

deliver self-help and community education programs to

attorney positions with the Sixth Judicial Circuit Court

energy, environmental, and land use law; and tax plan

low-income people throughout Montana; on the Indian

and in private practice, specializing in family and adop

ning and advocacy.

Wills Project to create wills and other estate planning

tion law. Smith-Khan was a spiritual leader and an active

Shayna Reitman of Fowler White Burnett in Miami has
been appointed to the advisory board for the Reitman

documents for residents of Montana's seven Indian res

member of Cypress Meadows Community Church. She

ervations; and with MLSA's housing specialist to address

held leadership positions in the Clearwater Bar Associa

the housing issues of Montana's low-income population.
Rian M. Kinney of Saavedra, Pelosi, Goodwin & Hermann

Leisa Morrill-Wintz, named a 2008 Equal Justice Works
Fellow by Equal Justice Works and The Florida Bar Foun

tion, Fred G. Minnis Bar Association, community service
organizations, and community sports programs.

Unit of the Boys & Girls Club of Broward County.
and Continental Properties, Inc. was installed as the 2009
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NSU Hoops
Law alumni, friends, and family members cheered for the NSU
women's basketball team on February 4, 2009. The event was
hosted by the NSU Law Alumni Association and held in the
Club Room at the Don Taft University Center.

Becca's Closet
NSU Law's Public Interest Law Society collected 50 gowns
from the Law Center community and donated them to
Becca's Closet through the University School Chap
ter. Becca's Closet was the dream of Rebecca Kirtman,
a 16-year-old student who passed away in a tragic auto
mobile accident in 2003. In her sophomore year at Nova
High School Kirtman launched a dress drive to provide
prom dresses and accessories to high school girls who could
not afford to purchase them. She collected and donated
more than 250 formal dresses and helped hundreds of girls
in South Florida. Her dream remains alive through the
many volunteers who now work toward the common goal
initiated by this industrious, caring young woman.
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2009
July 26

NSU Law Alumni Association LongRange Planning Meeting

July 28 and 29

Lunch at The Florida Bar Exam

July 29

Tampa Area Alumni
and New Grad Reception

August 16-21

Law School Orientation Program

August 24

Fall Classes Begin

August 29

Mentoring Picnic
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